
REVIEW OF SCOTTISH MENTAL HEALTH LAW REVIEW  
 
ADVISORY GROUP – COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT  

 
Meeting: 20th January 2020  
Venue:  SIAA, 18 York Place, Edinburgh  
 

Attendees: John Scott QC – chair  
  Dean Robertson, Chloe Trew, Shaben Begum, Jill Stavert, Kirsty  
  McGrath, Colin McKay, Mandy Mclaren, Irene Oldfather 
 

Secretariat: Sophie Ryder 
 
Welcome  

 

John Scott QC opened the meeting by explaining that the purpose was to review the 
second draft paper that calls for evidence about Mental Health Law and the comms 
and engagement strategy.  
 
Update  

 
Kirsty McGrath provided an update on progress; 
 

 The call for evidence will be finalised by the end of the week, with a view to 
being published at the end of January.  
 

 The website has now been finalised and will be launched at the end of 

January 2020. This will coincide with a Twitter page for the Scottish Mental 
Health Law Review.  
 

 VOX are now underway with their work to assist us in gathering evidence from 

those with ‘lived experience’ who would usually not respond to this type of 
work. A meeting is scheduled for 23rd January to review their engagements to 
date.  
 

 The Secretariat have recruited a new member of staff who will take on a 
Project Support Officer Role. A start date is yet to be finalised but it is 
envisaged that Nicola will take up the role week commencing the 24th 
February.  

 

 An Executive Team meeting will take place on 21st January 2020. This will be 
the first meeting since the appointment of the lived experience advisors. This 
meeting will focus on the new work strands and how we approach them.  

 
 
Call for Evidence  
 

The group then reviewed the second draft of the call for evidence and the final 
draft will reflect these changes.  

 



General points raised;  

 
It was agreed that the name of the document would be changed to “Views and 

Experiences of Mental Health Law in Scotland, we want to hear from you” It was felt 
that this would appeal to a wider audience, as the word “evidence” may have 
negative connotations for some people.  
 
Communication and Engagement Strategy/Stakeholders  
 
The group reviewed the list of stakeholders and identified any gaps. The 
stakeholder list was then updated to reflect these changes.  

 

The group then reviewed the communication and engagement strategy, with a view 
to define the most effective way of engaging our stakeholders.  
 

The following suggestions were made;  
 

 Advertise the work of the project using posters/flyers, displaying these in 
Chemists, local libraries and GP surgeries. Irene Robertson can connect the 

review with the Community Pharmacy Network. Consider Housing Officers to 
support with the distribution of these.  

 Use local newspapers for general press releases to promote the work of the 
review.  

 Advise on general progress of the review through a monthly newsletter.  

 Make use of organisations who have their own comms and engagement 
capacity.  

 Produce videos alongside the written communications. These can be shared 
using Instagram and Twitter.  

 Record a podcast which can be shared on a range of platforms  

 The studio in the Alliance can be used to facilitate live interaction with 

interested groups.  
 
 
Next Meeting  

 
A date for the next meeting will be secured separately.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


