
Mental Health Law Review  
Notes of Executive Team Meeting  - 21st April 2020 
Via Zoom  
 
Attendees :  John Scott QC – review chair 
   Colin McKay, Prof Jill Stavert, Graham Morgan, Kirsty McGrath,  
  Karen Martin  
 
Apologies: Ruth Wilson 
 
Secretariat : Sophie Ryder 
 
 
1. Interim Report  
 
The online responses that have been submitted so far do not address all of the 
questions that were posed with regards to the law. We have not received the volume 
of responses initially anticipated due to the shift in priorities caused by COVID-19.  
 
The team agreed that the introduction in the interim report should reflect the effects 
that COVID-19 has had on the review and its potential impact in the future. It should 
also include information on; the Literature Review, themes emerging, the LD & 
Autism and Wessely Reviews and the plans for phase 2 including future 
workstreams.  
 
It is unlikely that the interim report will include final decisions due to the limitations on 
communication with stakeholders.  
 
2. Revised Comms Plan in response to COVID-19  
 
The Communication and Engagement Plan has now been updated in response to 
COVID-19. It was agreed that the focus should be on continuing to engage with our 
stakeholders, taking into account the pressures that the third sector, professionals 
and individuals are facing at the current time.  
 
The team discussed how we might conduct phase 2 of the review if the restrictions 
continue. Suggestions for alternative methods of communication were raised and 
this will be agreed in the coming weeks.  
 
It was agreed that the May issue of the newsletter should include a message about 
the impact of COVID-19 on the interim report and prepare stakeholders for phase 2 
of the review.  
 
3. Risk Register Review  
 
The team reviewed the risks and controls on the risk register and updated these 
accordingly.  
 
 
 



4. Workstreams Update 
 
Work on the Capacity and Supported Decision Making workstream has commenced. 
A survey to collate views from professionals on this area will be circulated shortly.  
 
Next Meeting  
 
Another meeting will be arranged for 2 weeks time via Zoom.  
 
SMHLR - secretariat 
 
  


