
Mental Health Law Review 
Notes of Executive Team meeting 21/11/2019 
 
Present 
Prof Jill Stavert, Colin McKay , Kirsty McGrath, Ruth Wilson,  
John Scott QC, phoned into the meeting 
 
MHJ policy lab 
 
Jill has been approached to be involved in this. Agreed it made sense for Jill to liaise 
with Gareth Owen in taking this forward. It will be raised at the first comms and 
engagement meeting in 2020 
 
Review of Advisory groups 
 
We had a discussion re how the two groups had gone thus far. Agreed essential we 
recognise the time needed to ensure members feel comfortable in the groups and 
able to contribute and that we need to pace the groups accordingly. We discussed 
options around the Chair talking to one or two members of the groups on an 
individual basis and agreed we can review the situation after the next two meetings 
of the comms and compulsion groups .  
 
Appointment of persons with lived experience. 
 
We have had six applications for the two positions. Closing date is Friday 22/11. We 
agreed that Ruth would write to the applicants asking for 200 words on why they 
think they would be suitable for the position and the ET will make a decision in the 
next week.  
 
We also discussed some of the more persistent correspondents that have shown an 
interest in contributing to the Review and agreed that when we start the call for 
evidence we should approach these correspondents directly and offer a meeting.  
 
Communications within the ET 
 
Sophie and / or Alistair from the secretariat will call John every Thursday morning to 
confirm John’s diary for the week ahead. Ruth also reiterated the need for us to have 
a note of all John’s engagements for the Review for our own records and audit 
purposes. 
 
Call for Evidence 
 
ET content for the draft note on this to be issued to the Comms group 
 
Workstreams 
 
We discussed the need to consider a different approach to the other workstreams – 
perhaps more of an ‘expert group’ approach as opposed to the model used by the 
LD and autism review which we are currently following. To be discussed at the first 
meeting of the ET which includes members with lived experience. 



 
CRPD paper and event 
 
We thought some examples might be a helpful addition to Jill’s paper. Cathy Assante 
gave a useful talk to the MH tribunal on 20 /11 which we might be able to use. The 
Alliance are keen to help us with an event. Ruth and Kirsty will meet with them to 
discuss the details.  
 
AOB 
 
We discussed the event with HSCP leads and the MWC on 12th December. Ruth will 
ask for the draft programme organisers were to send us.  
 
 
Next meeting to take place when member with lived experience have been 
appointed so they can be included in the meeting.  
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