
        

                                         

We want to hear from you...  
 

Here on the review we want to ensure that we  

represent as wide a range of voices as possible. To 

help us achieve this we will be targeting specific 

groups who we would like a bit more information 

from to understand their relationship with mental 

health and how the provisions of mental health law 

affect this particular group. On this basis we are 

very keen to hear from individuals, carers or  

organisations who  

represent those who have 

experience of sight loss, 

deafness, acquired 

deafblindness or 

congenital  

deafblindness and have 

been subject to mental 

health law.   

  

We are eager to tap into existing networks which 

might help us to connect with people online. If you 

are facilitating meetings which you think might be 

appropriate for us to participate in please let us 

know how we might get involved.  

Contact the review team at:   

Secretariat@SMHLR.gov.scot  

 

Contact Us... 

 

Follow us @MHLRScot  

Find us at Scottish Mental Health Law  

Review  

   

 What’s New? 

 

 

CAdditional Workstreams  

We’ve been busy setting up additional groups which   

focus on specific areas of Mental Health Law.  

Each group has representation from a professional and 

lived experience perspective in-keeping with the groups 

we already have up and running.   

In our last newsletter we mentioned that work had      

begun on the workstream for Capacity and Supported 

Decision Making. We have now put together two further 

groups:  

 

Children and Young People 

This group is looking at how the Mental Health Act 

affects children and young people - what 

extra protections and rights they need, how 

mental health law interacts with other laws 

affecting children, and what the                 

International Convention on the Rights of 

the Child means for mental health law. 

You can find out more about the                

International Convention of the Rights of the 

Child by clicking on the link below:  

https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention  

 

Economic Social and Cultural 

The ESC group is looking at how mental health law can 

take more account of economic, social and cultural 

rights - including rights to health, work and an adequate 

standard of living. It will look at what international     

treaties like the International Covenant on Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights and the Convention on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities mean for Scotland, 

and how to secure these rights in law, policy and      

practice. 

You can find out more information about Economic,   

Social and Cultural Rights by clicking on the link below:  

https://www.scottishhumanrights.com/economic-

social-cultural-rights/  
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 In the Headlines 

 

Thank you  

The online consultation is now closed. We would like 

to thank everybody who was able to contribute to the 

consultation. We understand that this can be a difficult 

experience but this will help us to understand what 

needs to change and how we might start to do this.  

 

Interim Report  

As you may already be aware, our interim report was 

published on 1st June. This can be found on our  

website at: 

 https://www.mentalhealthlawreview.scot/

workstreams/scottish-mental-health-law-review-

interim-report-may-2020/  

We had a high volume of responses to the online con-

sultation. At the date of publication we had received 

108 responses online and a further 16 responses  

directly through the Secretariat inbox . In addition to 

this the Secretariat had attended a number of 

meetings, although not as many as we had hoped, and 

undertaken meetings virtually and by telephone.  
 

Understandably we did not get the level of                

contribution from organisations that we had             

anticipated due to the impact on work priorities 

caused by the pandemic. As a result the interim report 

which has been published provides an outline of the 

themes emerging and the full analysis of responses will 

be published around the end of June.  

 

There will also be a further report published in         

December 2020. This report will set out the timescales 

for the remainder of the review.  

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 The analysis and publication of the responses to 

the consultation  

 A focus on more specific topics as we move into 

phase 2 of the review -we will be using the      

information you’ve provided us with to guide us 

moving forward. We will consult with                

professionals, individuals and carers again to   

understand more about these areas and how we 

might look to make changes.  

 Make recommendations on how we might       

improve current law  

 

 

What we’ve heard so far…. 
 

Below is a very broad overview of some of the themes 

that have emerged from the responses so far: 

 

 Issues with communication 

 Training issues 

 Poor transitions 

 Issues around independent advocacy - awareness 

and use 

 Lack of early intervention 

 Lack of resources, practitioners and services  

 Issues around resources for particular groups – for 

example, young people, the deaf community 

 Pathologising what may be simply understandable 

distress 

 Appropriateness of application of MH law to     

learning disability and autism 

 Discrimination due to location, for example, rural 

parts of Scotland 

 Issues around capacity (including assessment) and 

consent and use of advance statements. 

In the Headlines cont... 

What’s Next…. 
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